58                THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI
taken to speak on voluntary poverty, I am sharing, to a certain extent only, these treasured experiences of mine not amongst a few hundred people here but amongst millions ol people. I tell you that it is beyond description, the bliss, the happiness, and the ability that this voluntary poverty gives one. I can only say. try it and experiment with it, test it for yourselves,
I thank you for giving me your undivided attention. There are still exactly ten minutes left before the hour of prayer, and if any of you wish to ask me any questions, I shall be glad. You need not hesitate to ask anything that is in your mind, you will never offend me by asking any questions, let them be as awkward as they may be,
Q, Can the Mahatma tell us how he can justify collecting kugo sums of money when Jesus, the Buddha and other great ichgious teachers who have practised voluntary poverty have never asked for or xeceivcd laige sums of money? I cannot reconcile this with the rest of what he told us,
A. Did these great teachers never ask for or receive moneys? After Jesus many Christians, who believed in poverty also, took moneys and used them for service. And I can speak with better confidence about the Buddha who is reported in his own lifetime to have founded institutions. He could not possibly found institutions without money. And it is said that they who gave themselves body, soul and mind gave their riches also and placed them at the feet of the Buddha, who gladly accepted them -but not for himself.
Q.   Why should we serve our fellow-bemgs?
A. In order that we may see a glimpse of God through them; because they have got the same spirit as we have, and unless we learn that, there is a barrier drawn between, God and ourselves; if we want to demolish that barrier, the beginning is made by complete identification with our fellow-beings*
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